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SUBJECT: BALUCHISTAN CALM IN AFTERMATH SHERPAO ASSASSINATION 

FOLLOWING RECEIVED FROM CONSUL GENERAL TIGER WHO VISITED QUETTA 
AND KALAT 27 FEBRUARY TO 1 MARCH BEFORE CROESING INTO 
AFGHANISTAN ON LEAVE. 

SUMMARY: BALUCHISTAN, AS OBSERVED IN RECENT VISIT, SEEMED 
SURPRISINGLY CALM IN THE AFTERMATH OF SHERPAO ASSASSINATION AND 
SUBSEQUENT GOP ACTIONS. LOCAL RESIDENTS, ALTHOUGH REACTINGILITH 
INITIAL SHOCK TO ASSASSINATION ITSELF, TOOK BANNING OF NAP AND 
DISSOLUTION NWFP GOVERNMENT CALMLY. ALTHOUGH SECURITY 
PRECAUTIONS STILL IN EVIDENCE IN GOVERNMENT AREAS QUETTA (AFTER 
DARK) AND ON QUETTA-KALAT ROAD, CITY AND MAJOR HILL INSURGENCY 
AREAS IN PROVINCE MOSTLY QUIET. LOCAL BUREAUCRACY EXHIBITING 
GREAT SATISFACTION OVER SUCCESS IN MAINTENANCE LAW AND ORDER, 
PROGRESS IN EXPENDITURE RECORD DEVELOPMENT BUDGET, AND 
EFFECTIVE PACIFICATION/WELFARE PROGRAMS IN INSURGENCY AREAS. 

END SUMMARY 
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1. FIRST VISIT BY CONGEN KARACHI OFFICERS (CONSUL GENERAL AND 
PAO) TO BALUCHISTAN FOLLOWING SHERPAO ASSASSINATION FOUND 
PROVINCE, AS OBSERVED FROM QUETTA AND KALAT, SURPRISINGLY CALM 
AND UNAFFECTED BY THAT EVENT AND ITS AFTERMATH. LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS (INCLUDING GOVERNOR, CHIEF MINISTER, CHIEF SECRETARY, 

IG POLICE), WHILE NOTING SENSE OF SHOCK IN FIRST FEW DAYS AFTER 
ASSASSINATION, REPORT THAT THERE WAS NO SIGNIFICANT REACTION TO 
BANNING OF NAP OR DISSOLUTION NWFP GOVERNMENT. EVEN AS BIASED AN 
OBSERVER AS AFGHAN CONSUL CONCURRED IN THIS JUDGMENT. GOP SWEEP 
ON FEBRUARY 20 TO UNCOVER STUDENT ARMS CACHES HAD NO LOCAL IMPACT 
AS PROVINCE'S MAJOR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS WERE CLOSED FOR 
WINTER VACATIONS. 

2. SECURITY PRECAUTIONS IN QUETTA TOWN LIMITED TO CAREFUL 
SCRUTINY BY FEDERAL SECURITY FORCES OF VEHICLES ENTERING 
GOVERNMENT OFFICE AND RESIDENCE AREAS AFTER DARK. ROAD SOUTH 
FROM TOWN COVERED BY EXTENSIVE MILITARY PATROLS AND PICKETS, 

ESPECIALLY IN SECTOR BETWEEN LAK PASS. NORTH OF MASTUNG, AND 
KALAT (22 AND 90 MILES SOUTH OF QUETTA. RESPECTIVELY) AND TRAVEL 
IN THAT SECTOR BANNED AFTER LATE AFTERNOON. ON 25 FEBRUARY 
THERE HAD BEEN BOMB BLAST (APPARENTLY HARMLESS) AT QUETTA RAILWAY 
STATION, SAID TO HAVE BEEN FIRST IN MORE THAN THREE MONTHS. 
HINTERLAND OF TOWN ALSO REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN FREE OF INCIDENT 
IN THAT PERIOD. CONSIDERABLE CREDIT GIVEN TO VIGOROUS POLICE 
ACTION BY IMPRESSIVE INSPECTOR GENERAL ARIF WHO TOOK OVER LAST 
OCTOBER. 

3. CONSENSUS OF ALL OBSERVERS WAS THAT INSURGENCY IN THE TWO 
MAJOR AREAS (MARRI HILLS AND JHALAWAN) HAD BEEN SUSPENDED SINCE 
LAST FALL S MILITARY ACTION. AND MOST DISCOUNTED POSSIBILITY 

OF MAJOR RESURGENCE OF SUCH ACTIVITY WITH RETURN MILDER SPRING 
WEATHER. SOME PREDICTED MILITARY COULD WITHDRAW GRADUALLY FROM 
MARRI HILLS, TO BE REPLACED BY POLICE. SITUATION IN JHALAWAN, 

WHERE NEW THROUGH ROUTE FROM KARACHI TO QUETTA (RCD HIGHWAY) 
NEARING COMPLETION, SEEMED TO REQUIRE LONGER-TERM MILITARY 
PRESENCE TO INSURE SECURITY OF THAT IMPORTANT ARTERY. 

4. PROVINCIAL BUREAUCRACY CONTINUES TO SHOW SIGNS OF INCREASING 
EFFICIENCY AND MORALE IN SPITE OF PREVAILINGLY CORRUPT AND 
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INCOMPETENT MINISTRY. OFFICIALDOM AS A WHOLE IS EXHIBITLG PRIDE 
AND SATISFACTION OVER ON-SCHEDULE EXPENDITURE OF THIS YEAR'S 
RECORD RUPEES 21 CRORE ($21 MILLION) DEVELOPMENT BUDGET AND 
PARTICULARLY OVER CLAIMED SUCCESS OF MILITARY WELFARE AND 
RESETTLEMENT PROJECTS (INCLUDING ROADS, WELLS, SCHOOLS, CLINICS, 

ETC.) IN MARRI HILLS. 

5. COMMENT: EVEN AFTER MAKING LIBERAL ALLOWANCE FOR OFFICIAL 
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CONCERN TO PROJECT A POSITIVE IMAGE, THE CLAIMS OF CALM, PEACE, 

AND PROGRESS HAD A CERTAIN RING OF AUTHENTICITY ON THIS OCCASION. 

THE MILD LOCAL REACTION TO THE POLITICAL CRISIS OF EARLY FEBRUARY 
IS EXPLAINABLE PARTLY BY THE FACT THAT THE BALUCHISTAN NAP HAD 
ALREADY BEEN EFFECTIVELY EMASCULATED BY DETENTION OF ITS MAJOR 
LEADERS AND MANY LESSER SUPPORTERS. BUT IT ALSO REFLECTS THE 
PERENNIAL DETACHMENT OF THIS VAST AND EMPTY PROVINCE FROM THE 
MAINSTREAM OF PAKISTANI POLITICAL LIFE AND EVEN FROM THE 
PAROCHIAL CONCERNS OF THE NORTHWEST FRONTIER. 

BRYANT 
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